Medicare Utilization of Vascular Ultrasound From 1998 to 2013: Continued Growth in Both Radiologist and Nonradiologist Imaging.
The aim of this study was to assess national trends in the utilization of vascular ultrasound (VUS) and changing relative specialty roles in examination interpretation. Service-specific claims data for VUS studies were identified using Medicare Physician Supplier Procedure Summary Master Files for the period from 1998 to 2013. Longitudinal national utilization rates were calculated using annual Medicare enrollment data for 1998 to 2012. Procedure volumes by specialty group and site of service were analyzed. Total annual claims for VUS studies for Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries increased from 4,422,360 to 8,599,677 (+94.5%) between 1998 and 2013. Per 1,000 beneficiaries, overall utilization rose from 145.93 in 1998 to 264.26 in 2012 (+81.1%). However, this peaked in 2009 at 270.43 and has been slowly declining each year since. Overall market share decreased from 43% to 41% for radiology and increased from 10% to 16% and from 9% to 17% for vascular surgery and cardiology, respectively. Compound adjusted growth rate increases were 4.2% for radiology, 7.8% for vascular surgery, and 8.7% for cardiology. Utilization of VUS in the Medicare population increased from 1998 through 2009 but has been declining ever since. Although radiology has maintained the dominant market share over time, relative growth by cardiology and vascular surgery has outpaced that by radiology.